Empowerment Board Meeting Minutes

Nov 7, 2007

4:00 Reception 

5:00 p.m. Meeting  

The mission of the Story County Empowerment Board is to empower individuals and their communities to improve the well being of children, age’s birth to 5, and their families.
Next Meeting: Wednesday December 5, 2007; 5:00 p.m. – Mary Greely Medical Center rooms A & B 

Present: Chris Gleason, Jerri Heid, Bonnie May, Annette Dunn, Michele Schleuning, Jody Klaver, Laurie Kerns, Dan Cupps, Troy Strother, Laurie Kerns, Jane Halliburton, Ann Lundvall, and Tracy Chaska

Absent: Eileen Mullan, Stephen Holmes, Mary Cameron, and Riad Mahayni  

Community Members: Jennifer Wilson (LSI), Kim Venteicher (YSS Healthy Futures), Jerri Baumeister (CCR), Lynn Engen (People Place/LSI) Tracie Heidt (Project Smyles Co-Coordinator), Jennifer Bungent (YSS), Janelle Durlin, (MICA Health Services) Barbra Schroder MICA Family Development, Emily Banks Mc Callsburg Elementary Preschool and Childcare, Becky Smith Mc Callsburg Elementary Preschool and Childcare, Linda Olson (APL-Project Smyles), Anastasia Tuckness (APL-Project Smyles) Herman Quirmback (State Senate), Luann Vanweelden (Raising Readers in Story County) and Kim Mc Dermott (LSI/People Place) 

Call Meeting to Order/Introductions: Chris G. the Vice Chair called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone for attending.  A special thanks was extended to the program providers who participated in the Empowerment 10-year celebration reception.  Board members and community members made introductions. 

Story County Legislator Meeting: Ann provided information about Story County Empowerment and the local impact, priorities, and initiatives supported.  Representatives from programs funded this fiscal year presented information on their program efforts and impact on the families in Story County.  Program presentations included:  Kim Venteicher for the Healthy Futures & Storks Nest (Youth & Shelter Services), Emily Banks for the McCallsburg Preschool & Child Care Programs (McCallsburg Preschool/Child Care Center), Anastasia Tuckness for the Project Smyles program (Ames Public Library), Gayle Luze for the Raising Readers in Story County program, and Lynn Engen and Kim McDermot for the MELD & Parents as Teachers Programs (People Place of Lutheran Services in Iowa).  The participants gave brief descriptions on their individual programs and identified successes from their endeavors. A few participants indicated areas that would benefit from further assistance.  Questions and dialog followed the provider presentations.  

     Senator Herman Quirmbach joined the meeting as the provider presentations began.  Following the presentations, Senator Quirmbach addressed the attendees with an overview of the anticipated legislative activities that may impact local early childhood related issues in the next legislative session.  
Coordinator and Budget Reports: (White Handout) Ann shared the current budget report information for the Board review.   School Ready – with earned interest through October 2007, the unallocated funds total $108,685.90; Early Childhood Funds- with earned interest through October 2007, the unallocated funds total $ 37,567.14.  No questions were raised at this time.

Child Care Nurse Consultant program budget amendment requested:  (green handout) Ann explained to the Board that a request was received from Mid Iowa Community Action to amend the budget for the Child Care Nurse Consultant program.  The request was to move $5242 from Salaries, $786 from Fringe, and $1285 from Indirect to support a contracted child care nurse consultant position with University Community Childcare at a cost of $7313.  Ann noted that it was mentioned in the funded application that MICA would be exploring the possibility of contracting the services in the future.  It was proposed that if approved, the contract amendment would be effective from the date of approval of the Board.  Bonnie M. mad a motion to approve the requested budget amendment with the understanding that additional budget detail would be gathered from MICA prior to amendment of the contract.  Dan C. made the second to the motion.  The motion passed.  

Program site visit schedule:   (yellow handout) Ann reviewed with the Board the current schedule of site visit with funded projects.  Ann encouraged the Board to review the schedule and notify her if they wanted to attend any of the visits with her. 

Next Meeting: Board members were reminded of the next regular meeting scheduled for December 5, 2007 to be held at Mary Greely Medical Center Conference Room A & B.  Ann also reminded the Board that the Early Childhood Congress will be November 13th and 14th at the Scheman Building Iowa State Campus, and that the State Empowerment 10-year birthday celebration reception would be November 13th.  

Adjournment: Annette Dunn motioned for adjournment. The second to the motion came from Bonnie May . The motion passed.

Respectfully Submitted by: Tracy Chaska

Tracy Chaska

Story County Decat. /Empowerment Coordinator Assistant 

126 South Kellogg, Suite 101

Ames, Iowa 50010

Phone:  515-259-2591, Fax:  515-296-2672

Email:  tchaska@dhs.state.ia.us

Our vision: communities with the capacity and commitment to achieve these goals:

· Healthy children, ready for school 

· Excellent childcare 

· Nurturing families in safe environment
